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Synopsis

From the hip hop icon, Hollywood star, and & cea true artist and writer of deep talenta « (James
McBride, author of The Color of Water)a "a candid, New York Times bestselling memoir ranging
from his childhood on Chicagoa ™s South side and his emergence as one of rapa ™s biggest
names.Common has earned a reputation in the hip-hop world as a conscious artist by embracing
themes of love and struggle in his songs. His journey toward understanding is rooted in his
relationship with a remarkable woman, his mother. Common holds nothing back in this gripping
memoir, both provocative and funny. He tells what it was like for a boy with big dreams growing up
on the South Side of Chicago. He reveals how he almost quit rapping after his first album sold only
two thousand copies. He recounts his rise to stardom and talks about the challenges of balancing
fame, love, and family. Through it all, Common emerges as a man in full. Rapper. Actor. Activist.
But also father, son, and friend. His story offers a living example of how, no matter what youa ™ve

gone through, one day itd ™Il all make sense.
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Customer Reviews

Malik Sayeed and Hype Williams should snap up the movie rights to this incredible coming of age
memoir. It would make a great film and THEY could probably get the artists to play
themselves...what an ode to hip-hop THAT would be!!! (I want in on opening night if this becomes a
feature film)...I'm probably not the demographic either; yet Common always fascinated me. His
style, his swagger, his humility, what he said and MORE IMPORTANLY what he NEVER said. NOW

he speaks, eloquently, spiritually, honestly about himself, his flaws, his yearnings, his desires -



which were and are no different than any other Black boy in America. | heard about this book via
PUT ON BLAST, and | was directed to an excerpt. Each chapter begins with a letter written by
Common. His mother also contributes and her wisdom -- well she can and should expand and write
her own book. | would recommend this book to any young single mother of a boy; especially a Black
boy. Mrs. Hines has a lot to say about womanhood, motherhood, and raising a boy that is worth
reading beyond Common’s story. Common is blessed. His mother is one sharp woman! | LOVE the
three criteria for allowing Common to move back into her home...and the letter to her son is
GENIUS!!! In my opinion it is right up there with the writing of Lorraine Hansberry expressed via
Lena Younger, "Raisin In The Sun" (the "you feelin’ better than him today" soliloquy to Beneatha
Younger). Common and his Mother have collaborated to create an extraordinary memoir!!!l had the
pleasure of attending his book signing in NY earlier this week, and I'm glad | supported this book
AND got a signed copy from both Common and his Mom. | love that brothers are telling their stories

(Tyrese has a very good book out and the long awaited Kevin Powell tome is coming).
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